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Summary  J 


Market  prices  cf  truck  crops  generally  lower  than  a •-.ffi^rth-agp^^slif 
ly  higher  potato  prices,  and  improved  crop  prospects  for  winter  and  early 
spring  vegetaLl.es  throughout  the  South  and  in  California  are  reported  "by  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 

Stocks  of  potatoes  in  the  37  late  and  intermediate  States  on  January  1 
totaled  nearly  101  million  bushels,  11  p*ro««t  less  than  a  year  earlier. 
With  these  smaller  stocks  and  with  prospects  for  the  early  crops  slightly 
smaller  than  last  year,  the  market  situation  for  potatoes  during  the  next 
several  months  appears  to  be  more  favorable  than  at  the  beginning  of  1938» 
General  demand  conditions  also  appear  to  be  more  favorable  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Stocks  of  old  potatoes  in  both  the  eastern  and  western  groups  of 
States  are  approximately  14  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier;  the  decrease 
in  the  Central  States  is  only  4  percent.     This  distribution  of  supplies,  to- 
gether with  the  continued  uptrend  in  motor  truck  movement,    indicates  that 
the  total  car-lot  movement  after  January  1  will  be  considerably  smaller  than 
in  1938  and  will  probably  not  exceed  70,000  cars.     The  car-lot  movement  of 
late  potatoes  prior  to  January  1  was  the  smallest  on  record  except  for  1932. 
Truck  movement  of  potatoes  during  the  current  marketing  year  will  probably 
be  the  largest  on  record. 

An  analysis  of  utilization  of  late  and  intermediate  potato  crops  in- 
dicates larger  quantities  lost  through,  shrinkage,  decay  and  culling  prior 
to  January  1,  1939,  than  a  year  earlier.     Apparently  fewer  potatoes,  however, 
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have  been  fed  to  livestock.    The  total  lost  and  fed  accounted  for  about  &5 
percent  of  the  crop,  compared  with  7,6  percent  the  previous  season.  The 
quantity  of  potatoes  reported  saved  f or  seed  and  the  portion  of  the  acreage, 
likely  to  be  planted  with  home-grown  seed  indicate  that  the  total  acreage 
to  be  planted  to  potatoes  in  the  37  late  and  intermediate  States  this  year 
will  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  1938. 

Winter  vegetables  continued  to  make  fair  progress  in  the  first  half 
of  January.     Many  sections  of  Texas  have  had  good  rains,  but  there  is  still 
a  deficiency  of  soil  moisture  in  the  Southeastern  States.  Including  all 
areas,  the  fall  and  winter  production  of  snap  beans,  beets,  cucumbers,  egg- 
plant, peppers,  cabbage  and  spinach  is  indicated  to  be  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.     Production  of  fall  and  early  carrots,  cauliflower,  celery,  kale 
and  lettuce  is  indicated  to  bo  smaller,  and  acreage  indications  for  early 
onions  ond  fall  and  early  tomatoes  is  decreased  from  last  year.     Some  frost 
damage  to  tender  vegetables  in  the  Everglades  area  of  Florida  occurred  on 
January  20  and  21. 

Stocks  of  Danish  t2.rpe  cabbage  on  hand  January  1  wore  two  and  one-half 
times  as  large  as  a  year  earlier,  while  stocks  of  late  onions  were  8  percent 
larger.     The  sharply  increased  stocks  of  late  cabbage  combined  with  the 
large  new  crop  has  forced  cabbage  prices  to  relatively  low  levels. 

Stocks  of  canned  vegetables  on  January  1  were  also  relatively  large, 
about  one-third  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  indicate  that  shipments 
from  canneries  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  January  1  were  smaller 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  season.    Though  wholesale 
prices  of  canned  vegetables  have  advanced  slightly  in  recent  weeks,  they 
are  still  somewhat  below  the  relatively  low  levels  prevailing  last  season. 
January  1  stocks  of  frozen  vegetates;  totaled  64.7  million  pounds,  more  than 
double  those  of  a  year  earlier.     '  ; . 
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POTATOES  . 

Potato  stocks  totaled  100,806,000  bushels  on  January  1,  1939*  com- 
pared with  113*155*000  "bushels  a  year  earlier.     Holdings  are  smaller  than 
a  year  earlier  in  all  regions,  hut  they  were  14  percent  smaller  in  both 
the  eastern  and  western  groups  of  States  at  the  beginning  of  1939  while  in 
the  Central  States,  including  10  late  and  3  intermediate  States,  they  were 
only  4  percent  smaller.    The:  smaller  holdings  in  the  eastern  and  western 
groups  of  States,  together  with  a  continuation  of  the  upward  trend  in  the 
truck  movement,  indicate  that  the  total  car-lot  movement  after  January  1 
will  be  considerably  smaller  than  last  year,  and  probably  will  not  exceed 
70,000  cars.    For  the  first.  3  weeks  of  January,  car-lot  shipments  were 
about  3»0C0  cars  less  than  in  corresponding  period  last  year.    Up  to  January 
1  only  about  59,000  cars  of  late  potatoes  had  been  moved  by  rail  and  boat; 
this  was  the  smallest  total  for  the  period  on  record  except  for  1932  when 
about  55*000  cars  were  shipped  to  January  1,     Truck  movement  of  potatoes 
during  the  last  half  of  1938*  therefore,  was  probably  the  largest  on  record 
and  will  likely  continue  at  a  record  high  level  during  the  remainder  of  the 
late  crop  marketing  season. 

Terminal  market  prices  of  potatoes*  excluding  Russet  Burbank  and  new 
stock,'  advanced  about  15  cents  per  100-pound  sack  from  mid-December  to  mid- 
January,    Prices  of  Idaho  Russet  Burbanks  declined  slightly  at  New  York  but 
advanced  slightly  at  Chicago  during  the  same  period.     Prices  of  new  stock 
declined  seasonally  from  $4*25  per  100  pounds  to  $3.09  at  New  York  and  from 
$4»4°  *P  $3«58  at  Chicago.     Shipping  point  and  cash-to-grower  prices  followed 
much  the  same  trends  as  market  prices.    With  the  exception  of  prices  of  now 
potatoes,  potato  prices  arc  considerably  higher  than  a  yoar  earlier. 

The  acreage  planted  and  to  be  planted  to  potatoes  in  the  early  States 
is  indicated  to  total  144*900  acres  or  about  5  percent  less  than  was  planted 
in  these  States  last  year.     The  fall  and  winter  acreage  is  down  20  percent 
from  last  year;  and  acreage  in  the  first  section  of  early  States  is  down  18 
percent  while  in  the  second  section  of  early  it  is  up  almost  1  percent.  The 
acreage  planted  in  Florida,  Texas  and  Mississippi  is  indicated  to  be  reduced 
sharply  this  season  from  that  in  1938  but  in  most  of  the  other  States  it  is 
either  only  slightly  reduced  or  slightly  increased.     No  information  is  yet 
available  for  the  second  early  and  intermediate  States. 

Largely  because  of  the  reduced  acreage,  the  fall  and  winter  potato 
crop  in  Florida  and  Texas  is   indicated  to  total  only  1,732,000  bushels  com- 
pared with  2,145*000  bushels  last  year.     If  average  yields  are  obtained  in 
the  first  section  of  early  States  the  crop  in  that  area  will  be  reduced  a 
like  amount  or  about  20  percent,  while  production  in  the  second  section  of 
early  States  may  bo  slightly  larger  than  in  1933, 

V/ith  stocks  of  old  potatoes  11  percont  smaller  than  in  1938  and  with 
. prospects  for  the  early  crops  slightly  smaller  than  last  yoar,  the  market 
situation  for  the  next  several  months  appears  to  be  more  favorable  than  at 
the  beginning  cf  1938.    General  demand  conditions  also  appear  to  be  more 
favorable  than  a  year  earlier,  with  consumers'  incomes  during  the  next  few 
i>  months  expected  to  average  higher  than  during  the  corresponding  period  a 

year  earlier. 
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An  analysis  of  the  utilization  of  the  1938  potato  crop  indicates  that 
prior  to  January  1,  a  total  of  28,348,000  bushels  or  3.5  percent  of  the  crop 
in  the  37  late  and  intermediate  States  was  fed  to  livestock  and  lost  through 
shrinkage,  decay,  and  culling,  compared  with  26,939.000  bushels  or  7,6  per- 
cent of  the  1937  crop  accounted  for  in  this  way.     About  10,780,000  bushels 
had  been  fed  to  livestock  against  14,225,000  bushels  the  previous  year. 
Potatoes  saved  for  food  on  the  farms  where  grown  totaled  53,670,000  bushels 
compared  with  52,321,000  bushels  a  year  earlier. 

The  quantity  of  potatoes  saved  for  seed  on  the  farms  where  grown  total- 
ed 29,478,000  bushels  this  season  against  31,705.000  bushels  last  season. 
Growers  also  report  that  of  the  total  seed  expected  to  be  planted  this  spring, 
67.6  percent  will  be  home  grown  seed  compared  with  70.2  percent  so  reported 
last  spring.    On  this  basis,  the  quantity  of  potatoes  expected  to  be  planted 
in  1939  would  total  close  to  43.^00,000  bushels  or  about  4  percent  less  than 
the  quantity  indicated  available  for  planting  last  year. 


Potatoes:    Production,  available  for  sale,  and  merchantable  stocks  on 
hand  January  1  in  37  late  and  intermediate  States,  crops  of  1929 

to  1938 


Crop  of  : 

Production 

:Available  for  : 

January  1 

stocks 

I .  37__St_at_es  _ 

:sale  37  States 

1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

bushel s 

bushels 

Date 

bushels 

1929 

:  304,194 

200,239 

:  Jan. 

1,  1930 

82,957 

1930 

:  309,191 

201,342 

.  Jan. 

1,  1931 

88,388 

1931 

:  344t723 

227,340 

.  Jan. 

1,  1932 

108,164 

1932  : 

:  343,148 

220,302 

:  Jan. 

1,  1933 

109,313 

1933 

:  313,749 

210,936 

:  Jan. 

1,  1934 

98,404 

1934 

369,454 

243,132 

:  Jan. 

It  1935 

123,739 

1935 

352,581 

232,453 

Jan. 

1,  1936 

106,127 

1936 

:  305.888 

213,278 

Jan. 

1,  1937 

85,418 

1937 

:  356,003 

244,538 

:  Jan. 

1.  1938 

H3.155 

1938 

331.999 

220  ,503 

:  Jan. 

1,  1939 

100,806 

TRUCK  CROPS 

Truck  crops  continued  to  make  fair  progress  during  the  first  half  of 
January  in  Southern  States  and  California,  but  rain  is  needed  in  the  South- 
eastern States.    Frost  on  January  20  and  21  killed  most  of  the  green  peas, 
snap  beans  and  tomatoes  in  the  Everglades  area  of  Florida.    Good  rains  in 
late  December  end  early  January  in  some  sections  of  Texas  improved  prospects 
for  spring  vegetables,  but  the  Raymondville  section  continues  deficient  in 
soil  moisture.     Good  growing  conditions  advanced  plantings  of  vegetables 
in  California, 

Because  of  the  increased  production  of  fall  crop  snap  beans  in  Florida, 
a  part  of  which  was  not  harvested,  and  because  the  winter  crop  is  as  large 
as  last  year,  the  total  supply  of  fall  and  winter  crop  snap  beans  this 
season  is  about  one-third  larger  than  last  year.    Since  most  of  the  winter 
snap  beans  are  grown  on  the  east  coast  of  Florida,  the  recent  frost  in  the 
Everglades  area  had  little  effect  on  the  total  supply.    Other  truck  crops ^ 
that  have  prospects  of  larger  fall  end  winter  production  than  a  year  earlier 
are  boots,  cabbage,  cucumbers,   eggplant,  green  peppers  and  spinach.  The 
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early  production  of  "beets  in  Texas  is  increased  only  slightly  while  the  early 
cabbage  crop  is  up  15  percent  and  early  spinach  is  increased  10  percent  over  193&» 
On  the  other  hand  early  carrot  production  is  decreased  8  -percent,  fall  and  winter 
cauliflower,  18  percent,  lettuce,  9  -oercent,  and  early  celery,  9  percent  below  last 
year.     The  winter  production  of  kale,  and  tomatoes  is  also  below  last  year.  Based 
on  plantings  the  Fall  and  early  tomato  crop  and  the  early  onion  production  orobably 
will  be  smaller  than  in  I938. 

The  favorable  growing  conditions  prevailing  for  most  truck  crops  in  reeent 
weeks  increased  marketings  and  forced  terminal  market  pricos  to  lower  levels.  Market 
prices  of  truck  crops  in  mid-January  were  generally  lower  than  a  month  earlier. 
Only  prices  of  topped  beets,  topped  carrots,  Florida  cucumbers,   sweet  Spanish  onions' 
and  sweetpotatoes  were  higher  than  a  month  earlier  at  New  York  City,  while  at 
Chicago  only  western  celery,  Florida  cucumbers,  eggplant,  onions,  peppers  and  turnipg 
were  higher  at  Chicago.    As  compared  with  a  year  earlier  about  an  equal  number  of 
items  were  lower  as  higher  at  New  York  City,  but  more  items  were  lower  than  higher 
at  Chicago . 

Cabbage :    Prices  of  both  old  and  new  cabbage  at  terminal  markets  declined 
moderately  from  mid-December  to  mid-January  and  averaged  sharply  below  those  of  a 
year  earlier.    Prices  of  new  cabbage  declined  more  than  old  stock  as  the  large  crop 
in  Texas  began  to  move  in  volume.    The  early  crop  this  season  is  indicated  to  total 
273 > 900  tons  or  about  15  percent  more  than  a  year  ago  and  about  20  percent  more  than 
the  1928-37  average  production.    Most  of  the  increase  this  season  over  193^  occurs 
in  Texas  where  lUU,000  tons  are  indicated  to  be  produced  against  96,000  tons  last 
year. 

January  1  stocks  of  Danish  cabbage  totaled  79r3^0  tons,  or  more  than  double 
the  3I.1 5^-0  tons  available  a  year  earlier,  and  were  the  largest  since  January  1,  1935 • 
They  were  about  29  percent  larger  than  the  1929-38  average.     Stocks  this  year 
comprised  about  21  percent  of  the  Danish  type  cabbage  crop  produced  last  fall  or 
about  a  normal  proportion;  the  stocks  indicate  that,  for  the  size  of  the  crop, 
marketings  to  January  1  have  been  normal. 

Onions:  Stocks  of  late  crop  onions  on  hand  January  1  totaled  3»359»000  bags 
(100  pounds)  or  about  8  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  11  percent  more  than 
the  1929-37  average.    As  compared  with  a  year  earlier  stocks  of  onions  were  smaller 
in  the  3  Eastern  States  but  larger  in  both  the  Central  and  Western  groups  of  States. 
January  1  holdings  in  the  Western  States  were  the  largest  of  the  11  years  of  record. 
Largely  because  about  ^92,000  bags  were  left  in  the  fields  unharvested  in  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  last  fall  compared  with  only  6U,000  bags  in  1937,  shrinkage  and 
waste  to  January  1  was  considerably  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    About  19  percent 
of  the  disappearance  to  January  1  was  wasted,  about  38  percent  was  moved  to  market 
by  motor  truck  and  H3  percent  by  rail  or  boat. 

Onion  prices  at  terminal  markets  have  advanced  slightly  in  recent  weeks 
but  in  mid-January  were  considerably  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

The  preliminary  estimate  of  the  onion  acreage  in  the  early  States  for 
1939  is  55»050  acres  or  about  ik  percent  less  than  last  year,  but  18  percent 
above  the  10-year  (I928-37)  average  acreage.    Most  of  the  reduction  in  planting 
this  season  occurred  in  Texas  where,  until  recently,  dry  weather  had  seriously 
interfered  with  planting  operations  and  the  development  of  the  crop.  Because 
of  favorable  rainfall  in  recent  weeks ,  however,  crop  prospects  have  been  greatly 
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improved  in  nearly  all  onion  growing  sections  of  the  State.  Although 
the  acreage  planted  is  smaller  than  last  year,  yields  equalling  the 
recent  10-year  average  would  result  in  an  early  crop  about  one-fourth 
larger  than  the  near  average  crop  in  I938, 

CANNED  VEGETABLES 

Stocks  of  canned  vegetables  sold  and  unsold  in  canners '  warehouses 
on  January  1,  1939  >  were  indicated  to  "be  considerably  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    The  combined  total  of  four  major  canned  vegetables-  snap  beans, 
sweet  corn,  peas  and  tomatoes  -  totaled  49,^36,000  cases  at  the  beginning 
of  1939  compared  with  38*227,000  cases  a  year  earlier.    The  stocks  indicate 
that  shipments  of  these  four  commodities  from  the  beginning  of  the  market- 
ing season  to  January  1  totaled  about  3^,328,0^0  cases,  or  approximately 
5,000,000  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  last  season. 

Wholesale  prices  of  these  products  have  advanced  slightly  in  recent 
weeks  from  the  low  level  prevailing  last  fall  but  are  generally  still  below 
the  levels  of  a  year  earlier.    In  the  latter  part  of  December  green  snap 
beans  were  quoted  at  55  cents  per  dozen  and  wax  beans  at  65  cents  or  from 
10  to  15  cents  below  a  year  earlier.     Canned  corn  quoted  at  60  cents  and 
tomatoes  at  65  cents  per  dozen,  #2  cans,  were  5  Q-11^-  3  cents,  respectively, 
under  a  year  earlier.     Canned  peas  quoted  at  7U  cents,  about  lU  cents  above 
the  fall  low  point,,  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

The  smaller  shipments  and  lower  prices  this  season  as  compared  with 
the  previous  season  indicate  that  the  demand  for  these  products  has  been 
lower  than  in  the  fall  of  1937-     The  present  prospect  is  that  demand 
conditions  during  the  next  6  months  will  average  higher  than  in  the  early 
part  of  1938. 
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Potatoes:     Production,  available  for  sale,  and  merchantable  stocks 
on  January  1,     in  37  late  and  intermediate  States. 


Production 

'  Available 

for  sale 

January 

1  stocks 

Area 

1937 

:  1938 

•  1937 

1938 

\  1938 

.  1939 

1  000 

1  000 

'1,000 

'  1,000 

-  1,000 

1,000 

UUo  lie  J. 

U  U.O  IlG  J. 

bushel 

bushel 

bushel 

bushel 

Qfaf PS 

36,850 

37^923 

25  853 

?  5  79  8 

1  998 

2  050 

A-    TP  Pi  e"|~  o  r*"n 

25,373 

24,237 

?0  589 

19  4fi0 

1  153 

1    1  24- 

' 3  Central  '  - 

1  7  COR 

10 , boo 

*5,264  • 

6,338 

845 

926 

LO     QUI UlUu 

^'+*  Pt  *f~  P  ^ 

?  ft?  17? 

202  249 

177, 075 

105  508 

92  845 

101,190 

88,442 

77,164 

62  796 

42, 135 

36,295 

3  •  f!  pni"  r&~l 

84,580 

81,154 

50  699 

48, 247 ' 

28  782 

26  758 

10-Yfestern 

96,402 

85,698 

74,386 

66,032 

34*591 

29,792 

12  Other  Late 

States 

.  36,981 

38,782 

16,436  ' 

17,630 

5,649 

5,911 

5  Eastern 

:  9,655 

8,155 

'6,759  ' 

5,280 

2,522 

1,930 

5  Central 

0  £  77/1 
CO  2  1  O'i 

9Q  7Q9 

cy ,  (ye 

•9,240  ' 

11,659 

3,027  ' 

3,810 

2  -  Western 

592 

835 

'    437  ' 

691 

100 

171 

30  Late  States 

319,153 

294, 076 

218,685 

194,705 

111,157 

98,756 

o  /  iiaue  &  lnuei 

States 

:  356,003 

331,999 

244,538 

220,503 

113,155 

100,806 

ic  Eastern 

States 

136,218 

120,834 

104,512 

87,536 

45,810 

39,349 

13  Central     '  - 

States 

:  122,791 

124,63-2 

65,203 

•  66,244 

32,654 

31,494 

12  Western 

States 

:  96,994 

86,533 

74,823 

66,723 

34,691 

29,963 
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Potatoes:     Shipping  point  and  terminal  market  prioes  per  100  pound  sack, 

specified  weeks,  1938-39 


Location  and 
variety 


Shipping  points 

F . c . b .  usua 1  t  e  rms 


Week  ended 


1938 


1939 


Jan.  15T*Dec.  17:  Dec.   24   :  Dec.  31   :  Jan.  7   :  Jan.  14 

Dollars '  Dollars    D o 1 1 a r s      Do liars      DcTlars  Dollars 


Waupaca,  Wis. 

.78 

.86 

.88 

1/ 

.95 

1.00 

1.02 

Presque  Isle,  Me,  j 

,62 

1.06 

1.06 

1.08 

1.13 

1.08 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  i 

,89 

1.12 

1.15 

1.16 

1.22 

1.26 

Grand  Rapids,  Mien,  j 

.90 

.95 

.95 

1.04 

1.11 

1.10 

F.o.b.  cash  track 

Idahc  Falls,  Idaho 

.61 

.89 

.91 

.91 

.87 

.86 

San  Luis  Valley,  Colo. 

.71 

1.06 

1.05 

1.13 

1.10 

1.11 

Florida  2/ 

3.00 

2,72 

2.16 

2.04 

2.18 

Warehouse  cash  to 

grower  3/ 

Wa.upaca7  Wis . 

:  ,58 

.61 

.64 

.74 

.77 

Presque  Isle,.  Me. 

.48 

.91 

.87 

,90 

,94 

.89 

Rochester,  N«  Y, 

:  .63 

.93 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Idahc  Falls,  Idaho 

r  .42 

.67 

.72 

.69 

.66 

.66 

Terminal  markets 

New  York  City 

Excluding  Russet  Burbanks  1.20 

1.48 

1,53 

1.59 

1.68 

1.62 

Idaho             "  " 

:  1.88 

2.35 

2.25 

2.25 

2.25 

2,25 

New  st  ock    2 / 

t  3.68 

4.25 

3,94 

3.34 

3,08 

3,09 

ehicago        C  — 

Excluding  western  stock 

;  1.09 

1.32 

1.29 

1.44 

1.44 

1.46 

Idaho  Russet  Burbanks 

:  1.41 

1.69 

1.74 

1.74 

1.72 

1,75 

Colo,  Red  McGlures 

:  1.50 

1.91 

2.00 

2.01 

2.05 

2,05 

New  stock  2/ 

:  4.24 

4.40 

4.08 

3.75 

3.26 

3.58 

1/  Average  for  1  day. 
Y/  Bushel  price  doubled. 
V  Bulk  per  cwt . 
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Truck  crops:  Commercial  acreage  .arid  -orod.-u.ct ion  for  market,  average  1928-37, 
annual  193&,  and.  indicated  1939  as  reported  up  to  Jan.  20,  1939 


Commodity 

and 
group 


Asparagus  1/ 

Calif  

S . C .  and  Ga . . 
Total  early.. 

Late  

All  States . . . 

Total,  except 
ing  rnanuf .  in 

Calif  

Snap  beans 

Fall  

Early  

All  States. . . 
Beets 

Early. ....... 

All  States . . . 
Cab  cage  if 

Fall  

Early  

Second  early. 

All  States . . . 
Carrots  if 

Fall  

Early  

All  States . . . 
Cauliflower 

Eall  &  winter 

All  States. . . 
Celery 

Eall  &  winter 

Early  

All  States... 
Cucumbers 

Eall  

All  States... 
E_gg]olant 

Fall  

All  States. . . 
Kale 

Virginia  

Lettuce 


10 -year 
average 


larly, 


All  States... 
Ojiions  3/ 
^  Early 


All  States 


Acres 

2/  65,580 

2/  12,640 
2/  78,220 
2/  24,840 
2/103,060 


2/  60,960 

i4,qso 

10,210 
135,930 

5,460 
10,650 

1,250 
42,920 

16,180 

165,460 

5,200 
9,46o 
32,780 

9,070 

28,460 

7,270 
6,330 

33,810 

1,550 
44,9go 

1,220 
3,590 

1,780 

44 , 190 
154,380 

46,580 
117,530 


;                 Production  • 

I  

:  10-year  ; 

:  1938 

1919 

j  j  j 

:  Unit 

:  ave  rage  : 

1938  : 

1939 

J  J  J 

:  1928-37  : 

r      2  J.i. 

Acres 

Acres 

;  1,000 

71. 510 

77.900 

.'  crates 

:2/  6,825 

5,642 

— 

10 , 100 

9,500 

•  it 

\2f  431 

431 

81 , 6lC 

87,4oo 

:  M 

:2/  7,256 

6,073 

31,190 

35,880 

n 

.2/  2,222 

1,685 



112,800 

123,280 

H 

:2/  9,478 

9,758 

— i—  — 

65,290 

 ._ 

11 

\zf  4,946 

6,036 

1,000 

15,000 

21,000  . 

bushels 

•  1,313 

1,^75 

2,820 

30,000 

30,000  : 

ti 

1.555 

2,550 

2,  550 

170.110 

11 

:  11,107 

14,278 

J  1 —  1 

6 , 100 

6, 600 

ii 

808 

854 

858 

10,870 

» 

1,899 

1,928 

2, 600 

2 , 600  ! 

Tons 

'  8,300 

16 , 800 

15,800 

46,ioo 

54 , bOO 

■ij 

227,900 

237,^00 

273,900 

20,600 

19,900  I 

11  < 

,  86,400 

128,500 

185  190 

ti  . 

1,082,400 

1,486,900 

1 , 000  : 

8,750 

8,600  : 

bushels . 

2,583 

u,375 

4, 128 

10,270 

8 , 900  : 

11  • 

1,713 

1,697 

1,560 

43,120 

tl  ; 

11,587 

15,775 

—  — . 

1 , 000  : 

8,200 

7,900  : 

crates  : 

2,368 

2,^87 

2,119 

28,780 

11  « 

6,993 

8,438 

9,750 

9,250  : 

ti  1 

1 ,  dod. 

O   Pi)  1  c 
2 ,  UM-o 

9,200 

8,100  : 

TI  * 

2,088 

2,742 

2,489 

41,550 

II 

9,123 

11,868 

1 , 000  : 

2,000 

1 , 800  : 

bushels : 

115 

100 

108 

43,510 

ti  . 

4,153 

4,595 

, — >~ 

1,450 

1,500  : 

11  • 

191 

195 

270 

4,420 

11  . 

804 

961 

 . 

1,050 

700  : 

*  ■ 

619 

514 

200 

1 , 000  : 

4,342 

17,000 

16.500  : 

crates  : 

5,259 

^,776 

1% ,  34p 

11  • 

19,458 

19,270 

1,000  : 

64,080 

55,050  : 

sacks  : 

2/  2,172 

2,168 

137,920 

11  • 

2/13,657 

14,905 

Continued  - 
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Truck  crops:     Commercial  acreage  and  production,  for  market,  average  1928-37, 
annual  1938,  and  indicated  I939  as  reported  up  to  Jan.  20,   1939  (Contd.)- 


Commodity 
and 
group 


G-reen  Peppers 
Fall 

All  States 
Soinach 

Fall  

Early  

All  States 
Tomatoes 


Fall  

Early  (1). 
All  States 
Total  early 
excl.  asparagus 


1  C^i     \T a  £3  "n  • 
XVJ— ^BCli  • 

;  10— year  : 

average  : 

1932  : 

1939 

Unit 

average  : 

1938  : 

1939 

1928-37  : 

.  1928-37  : 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

.  1,000 

2,340 

3,800 

4,400 

.  bushel 

427 

473 

550 

17,480 

21,070 

3,960 

4,880 

— 

2,700 

2,700 

2,700 

!i 

747 

972 

878 

38,410 

44,840 

4o,450z  » 

7,304 

6,578 

7,266 

57,250 

65,990 

n 

12,472 

12,199 

5,700 

9,000 

6,700. 

11 

346 

350 

297 

12,750 

15,500 

16,000 

ti 

1,448 

2,945 

169 , 500 

222,050 

it 

.  18,729 

24,312 

293,550 

347,990 

343,250. 

■Production 


1/  Includes      undetermined  quantities  of  production  used  for  manufacture,  frozen 

pack,  etc.  „  ' 

2/  Average  I927-36. 

_3_/  Estimates  for  Texas  have  been  revised  to  an  actual  acreage  "basis  as  contrasted 
with  earlier  reports  which  took  into  account  difference  in  widths  of  rows. 


Onions;  Production  and  stocks  "by  regions,  crops  of  1928-38 


Produ 

ction 

:            January  1 

stocks  1/ 

Crop  of  ! 

3  : 

7 

:      7  : 

:  3 

:  7 

:  7 

Eastern  : 

Central 

:Western  : 

Total 

:Eastern 

: Central 

: We  stern  : 

Total 

States  : 

States 

:  States  : 

:  States 

;  States 

: '  States  : 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

"bags 

"bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

1928 

1,250 

3,459 

2,720 

7,429 

304 

1,046 

678 

2,028 

1929 

2,56l 

4,342 

3,536 

10,439 

48  6 

1,406 

1,305 

3,197 

1930 

2,744 

5,404 

3,256 

11,404 

594 

1,815 

961 

3,370 

.  1931 

2,188 

2,601 

2,613 

7,402 

381 

805 

580 

1,766 

1932 

:  2,855 

5,218 

3,35S 

11,431 

861 

1,912 

1,185 

3,952 

1933 

2,752 

3,692 

2,802 

9,246 

804 

1,288 

913 

3,005 

1934 

:  3,33S 

3,094 

2,878 

9,310 

920 

1,197 

804 

2,921 

1935 

3,101 

3,560 

3,5H 

10,172 

773 

1,404 

1,199 

3,376 

1936 

4,237 

4,431 

3,066 

11,734 

1,149 

1,426 

1,087 

3,662 

1937 

:  3,283 

3,32s 

3,888 

10,499 

S23 

1,005 

1,287 

3,H5 

10-year  av. 

.  2,831 

_J^913 

3. 163 

9,9p7 

710 

1,330 

1,000 

3,040  . 

1938 

:  3,761 

3,407 

3,974 

11,142 

760 

1,161 

1,43s 

1/  Stocks  as  of  January  1  the  following  year. 
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Onions:     Production,  January  1  stocks,  and  disappearance  to 
January  1  in  17  late  States 


:    .January  1  'Stocks  1/ 

Disappearance  to  Jan1 

iary  1 

Produc- 

As a  per- 

Car  lots 

:  By  mot  or - 

:  Shrinkage, 

Crop  of 

tion 

'Quantity : cent age  of 

Total  : 

by  rail 

:  truck  and 

:  waste, 



pr.oduction 



and  boat 

•.local  sales 

:     etc . 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000" 

1,000 

1,000 

1  sacks  2/ 

sacks  2/ 

Percent 

sacks  2/ 

sacks  2/ 

sacks  2/ 

sacks  2/ 

1932 

11,431 

3,958 

54.6 

7  ,47:3 

3,553 

2,541 

1,579 

1933 

9 , 246  ' 

3,005 

32.5 

6,24-1 

3,528 

2 , 23.6 

477 

1934  . 

!')['  9,310 

2,921 

31.4 

6,39.9 

3,817 

2,013 

559 

1935 

10,172 

3,576 

53.2 

6,796 

3,542 

2,059 

1,195 

1936  : 

11,734 

3,662 

31.2 

8,072 

3,440 

3,639 

995 

1937 

10,499 

3,115 

29.7 

7 , 384 

4 , 144 

2 , 294 

946 

1938  : 

11,142 

3,359 

30.1 

7  ,783 

5,319 

2,975 

1,489 

-J  Stocks  as  of  January  1  of  the  following  year. 
~Zj    Sacks  containing  100  pounds. 


V 

Cabbage:    Production  and  stocks,  1928-38 


Percentage 


Crop  of 

Production  : 

January 

1  : 

Stocks  : 

stocks  are 

of  nroduct 

Short  tons 

~lTate" 

Short  tons 

Percent 

1928 

:  263,900 

Jan.  1 , 

1929 

69,140 

26.2 

1929 

263,600 

tf  ft 

1930 

56,650 

21.5 

1930 

294,700 

ft  1! 

1931 

62,040  • 

21.1 

1931 

270 , 200 

If  M 

1932 

61,490 

Cjuj  t  o 

1932  % 

302,800 

ft  If 

'  1935 

85,250 

27.5 

1935 

231,400 

tf  It 

1954 

55 , 870 

15.5 

1954 

406,600 

tl  fr 

1955 

87,910 

21.6 

1955 

289,200 

ft  71 

1936 

■78,180 

27.0 

1936 

:  266,900 

tf  ft 

1937 

49,520 

18.6 

1937  . 

252,600 

ft  if 

1958 

31 , 540 

13.6 

10  year  ave. 

282,190 

61, 559 

21.8 

1938 

370,300 

Jan .  1 , 

1939" 

79 ,540 

21.4 
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Truck  crops:    Wholesale  prices  at  New  York,  averages  for  specified  weeks, 

1938-39 


Commodity 

Unit  j 

Week 

ended 

i?33  , 

193 

Q 

..Jan. 15  :Dec.l7 

:  Dec. 24: 

Dec. 31 

Jan. 7  : 

Jan . 14 

Dollars  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Beans,  lima,  Fla. 

:  Bu. 

si/  3.29 

5.53 

4.Q2 

4.75 

3.00 

2.42 

Beans,  snap,  green' Fla. 

.  it 

2.42 

1.75 

1.40 

l.4l 

1.15 

1.45 

"           »      wax,  " 

.it  . 

2.25 

2.58 

2.78 

2.50 

1.48 

1.69 

Beets,  new  crop  ; 

1/2  Crate  . 

1.21 

1.23 

1.16 

1 .08 

1.16 

1.17 

"      topped,  old,  : 

Bu. 

:  .40 

.50 

.51 

.50 

.52 

♦  52 

Broccoli,  southern, 

:Pony  crate 

'  1-97 

3.06 

2.78 

2.62 

2.35 

2.42 

n  western, 

;        II  It 

:  2.41 

3.40 

3.15 

3.O3 

2.80 

2.70 

Cab cage,  domestic 

:  100  lb. 

:  3.27 

2.67 

2.41 

2.25 

2.01 

2.13 

"      Banish,  N.  Y. 

ti  ii 

2.02 

.64 

.68 

.  (b 

.66 

.58 

Carrots,  western, 

Lettuce  crt 

2. S3 

3.57 

3.55 

3.56 

3-35 

3.26 

"     topped,  N.  Y. 

Bu. 

.82 

.82 

.81 

.86 

.86 

.88 

Cauliflower,  western 

Pony  crate 

:  1.68 

1.91 

1.66 

1.61 

1.41 

1.38 

Celery,  western, 

1/2  crate 

2.21 

2.27 

2.15 

2.34 

2-35 

2.27 

"  Fla. 

Std.  crt. 

4-10  doz. 

2.14 

2-33 

2/2.25 

2.38 

2/2.3I 

Cucumbers,  Fla. 

Bu.  : 

1/4.31 

3. 42 

2/4.38 

5.12 

4 .65 

M-.70 

Eggplant,  Fla.  : 

Crate 

3.12 

2.23 

1/1.§0 

1/1.81 

1  »4o 

1.29 

Lettuce,  iceburg,  ! 

4-5  doz. crt 

2.52 

4.48 

5.00 

-r  CC 
3.6b 

2.88 

3*1? 

,r         Big  Boston  : 

2  doz.  crt., 

1.22 

1.^3 

1 . 15 

1  "1*7 

I.I7 

1.29 

n    -7  0 
1.3^ 

Onions,  yellow  ! 

50  lb. sack. 

1.46 

1.10 

1.08 

1.11 

1.18 

1.09 

"      Sweet  Spanish  ! 

11     11     it  • 

1.71 

1.28 

1  •  do 

1  •  ~>  d 

1  7U 

xo3 

Peas,  green,  western  4/  : 

Bu.  : 

3.00 

6.84 

7.02 

6.38 

4.45. 

4.02 

"         11        southern  : 

n  . 

I.96 

4.78 

3.91 

3.31 

2.42 

1.97 

Peppers,  Fla.  : 

Crate  ! 

3.75 

2.60 

3.15 

3-75 

2.92 

2.29 

Spinach,  ; 

Bu.  : 

1.12 

1.02 

.97 

.94 

1.20 

.99 

Sweetpotatoes,  : 

11  • 

1.01 

1.33 

1.36 

1-39 

1.49 

1.46 

Tomatoes,  Fla.  : 

Lug  box  : 

1/2.31 

3.05 

2/3.69 

2.25 

1.84 

2.03 

Turnips,  topped,  nearby  : 

Bu.  ! 

.38 

.52 

.57 

.58 

•5H 

.51 

1/  Cuba. 
2/  Average  for  2  days. 

\j  Fair  to  ordinary  quality  and  condition. 
4/  Pole  peas. 
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Truck  crops:     Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago,  for  sDecified  weeks,  1938-39 


Commodity 


^eans  ,  lima  , 

beans,  snap,  green., 

3eans ,  "        wax . . , 

Beets,  new,  hunched. 


11  old,  topoed .  .  . 
"Broccoli,  western... 

Cahhage ,  domestic,  new 

"  Danish,  old.. 
Carrots,  new,  we  stern 


"  old,  topped. 
Cauliflower,  western 
Celery,  Calif. . . 

»  jTla  

Cucumbers,  jTla. . 
Eggplant ,  Jla. . . 
Lettuce,  Iceherg 


,  Big  Boston 


*nions,  yellow, 
"nions,  Sweet  Spani 
" eas ,  pole  .... 
Peppers ,  Fla. . 
Gpinach ,  Tex. . 
£we  e  tpo  tat  0  e  s . 
Tomatoes,  JTla. 
Turnips,  new  hur 


iched 


sh 


"       ,  old  topped. 

1/  Average  for  1  day. 

?J  Cuba. 

3/  Fancy  grade . 

4/  Street  sales. 

qJ  Repacks . 


Unit 


Bu. 
11 
it 

1/2  westerr 

crate 

Bu. 

pony  crate 

100  pounds 
11  11 

western 
crate 
Bu. 
pony  crate 
1/2  crate 
l6"  crate 
Bu. 
ifr  Bu. 
4-5  doz. 
crate 
eastern 
crate 

sack 
if 

Bu. 

li  bushel 

Bu. 
ti 

lug  box 

1/2  westeri 
crate 
Bu. 


:                                      Week  ended 

1938 

1939 

:     Jan .  : 

Dec.  : 

Dec . 

Dec.  : 

Jan. 

Jan. 

:     15  : 

17  : 

2k  : 

31  : 

7 

:  14 

•.Dollars  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

:  5/00 

5.75 

5.12 

4.12 

2.85 

:  2.60 

2.02 

1.80 

1.7b 

1.51 

I.O9 

:  2.95 

2.90 

2.68  ' 

2.38 

2.25 

2.03 

:  1.04 

1.12 

l,2k 

1.28 

1.12 

1.09 

:  .62 

.30 

.30 

•29 

.30 

.30 

:  1.81 

2.7^ 

2.  k2 

2.19 

2.06 

2.04 

2 . 80 

2.24 

.  1.91 

1.92 

I.87 

1.84 

:  2.05 

1.00 

•95 

.96 

.99 

•95 

:  2.35 

2.96 

2.32 

2.98 

2.92 

2.3k 

:  .44 

M 

.ko 

•39 

.40 

)ir\ 

.40 

:  1.75 

1.60 

1.1+2 

1.28 

I.38 

1.30 

:  1.80 

2.19 

2.28 

2.17 

2.55 

2.25 

:  2.24 

2.60 

2.50 

2. 64 

2.42 

: 2/1/5. 38 

i+.ig 

5.00 

5.19 

4.84 

;  1/  ?-3° 

1 .92 

2.66 

2.kk 

2.09 

I.96 

:  2.24 

4.28 

4.48 

3-11 

2.67 

2.70 

1.32 

1.22 

1 .00 

•  78 

.57 

':  4/  1.26 

•72 

•79 

.88 

.87 

:  1/  1.6l 

•97 

,1.00 

.1.05 

1.08 

1.11 

:  ~  3.16 

5. Ho 

.5.88 

5.62 

4.78 

3. 80 

:  I/4.34 

2.44 

3.82 

3.38 

3.72 

3.48 

:  .80 

.90 

■  -87 

.83 

.85 

.88 

:  1.26 

1.52 

I.56 

1.U1 

1.51 

1.20 

:  2.85 

4.05 

mi 

3.88 

3.22 

2.98 

1 : 

:  1.08 

1.12 

1.23 

1.22 

1.50 

1.24 

:  .78 

.1+2, 

.k2 

.H8 

.42 

•39 
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Truck  crops  and  potatoes:     Gar-lot  (rail  and  boat)  shipments  from 
originating  points  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
January  21  with  comparisons 


Week  ended 


Item 

: 

'.1938" 

JL939  

:  Jan. 

Dec . 

Dec-.  : 

"Dec. 

Jan. 

:  Jan . 

:  Jan. 

:  22 

__17 

'  24  .  : 

31  : 

__7_ 

L  „!£.._ 

:  21; 

:  Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars_ 

Cars 

Cars 

Beans,  snap  and  lima  ... 

: 

 :  197 

188 

215 

233 

187 

130 

149 

33 

6 

22 

15 

17 

19 

.  .  .  .  : 

_ 

_ 

- 

47 

69 

53 

 :  640 

413 

370 

515 

594 

546 

489 

 :  306 

224 

138 

244 

178 

319 

313 

291 

261 

189 

300 

271 

216 

520 

419 

464 

415 

535 

456 

5 

4 

8 

6 

7 

9 

_ 

■  _ 

36 

49 

34 

Greens,  excent  spinach  . 

 :  151 

•  155 

150 

129 

69 

100 

99 

 :  1,020 

965 

1,088 

840 

1,074 

•  1,172 

1,035 

668 

599 

630 

862 

952 

882 

 :  623 

392 

346 

472 

593 

627 

604 

23 

27 

29 

67 

50 

58 

 :  40 

42 

25 

26 

34 

42 

57 

270 

;  185 

94 

272 

207 

426 

 :  182 

272 

190 

247 

225 

151 

155 

63 

69 

127 

161 

177 

166 

Turnips  and  rutabagas  . . 

 :  18 

12 

10 

13 

17 

12 

1/4 , 541 

4,095 

4,279 

~~~5 , 148 


5,438 
 — 

5,236 

 :  

2,705 

2,695 



2,434 

3,700 

4,673 

3,923 

Early  (1939  crop)    ■ . 

'  53 

56  .• 

25 

58 

72 

68 

3 

11 

2 

0 

0 

0 

 :  4,939 

2,641 

2,637 

2,409- 

.    3,642  . 

4,601 

3,855 

■Grand  total,  all  veget 

ables  10,346 

7,246 

6,790 

6,713 

8,848 

10 , 111 

9,159 

Import  s : 

Beans ,  snap  and  lima  . . 

4 

6 

4 

6 

16 

11 

 :  5 

14 

12 

13 

11 

14 

11 

5 

13 

11 

15 

9 

11 

0 

1 

3 

5 

11 

11 

6 

3 

8 

12' 

17 

10 

 :  204 

133 

191 

116 

191 

186 

159 

Total   f        298  162        226  355  240  253  21? 


L/    Includes  3  cars  cucumbers.         NOTE:     In  the  case  of  many  commodities ,  car-lot 
shipments  decrease  as  the  source  of  supply  shifts  to  those  producing  areas  where 
the  motor-truck  is  tMe  principal  means  of  transportation;  available  market  supplies, 
therefore,  are  freouently  larger  than  indicated  bv  this  car-lot   shipment  report. 

< 
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Vegetables,   frozen:     Cold  storage  holdings,  January  1,  1939 

With  comparisons 


Commodity 

Asparagus  1/  

Beans ,  lima   

Beans,  snap   

Broccoli ,  green  1/   

Corn,  sweet   

Peas,  green   

Spinach   

Other  vegetables   

Classification  not  reported  if 

Total   


Jan.  1, 
1958 

Thousands 


5,459 
1,930 

2,175 
9,031 
2,388 
2/  8,368 


29 ,351 


3,958 
13 , 820 
5,568 
1,081 
6,698 
23,404 
3,570 
2,688 
8,066 

68,853 


3,683 
12  ,352 
5,294 
1,080 
6,339 
22,402 
3,445 
2,897 
7,179 

64,671 


1/  Data  for  this  item  prior  to  July  1,  1938,  included  under  "other". 
2/    Includes  items  designated  by  note  1/  . 


